General experimental procedure:
The suitable quinaldine derivative (1 mmol) and the corresponding aromatic aldehyde (1 equiv) were suspended in acetic anhydride (0.5 ml) in a pressure-tight microwave tube containg a stirring barr. The reaction mixture was heated under microwave irradiation for 1 h at 130-180 ° C, with an irradiation power of 200 W. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure to give a black residue which was purified by chromatography through a silica column using petroleum ether/ethyl acetate (90:10, v/v) as the mobile phase. 
(E)-2-(4-chlorostyryl)quinoline (3b

